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The Florence Warren Latham Museum of Eastford History 

By Kathy Healey, Past President, EHS 

 

The Eastford Historical Society has undergone exciting transfor-
mations over the past year. Under the leadership of Tom Latham and 
Linda Torgeson, the membership has grown from a handful of mem-
bers to 91, and the quest for new members continues. In addition, the 
archives have been transformed with archival quality shelving, while 
Toni Doubleday continues to digitize the contents of the archives. 
Along with these accomplishments, Tom and Anne Latham generously 
proposed to donate a building  at 65 John Perry Road to the Historical 
Society to be used as a Museum of Eastford History. The proposed 
donation went to a vote of Historical Society members on October 17, 
2016, and the members agreed to accept the building. The Museum, 
named the “Florence Warren Latham Museum of Eastford History,” in 
memory of  Tom Latham’s grandmother, is a wonderful addition to the 
Historical Society and the Town of Eastford.  
    There are many benefits to having a historical museum in Eastford. 
According to Tom Latham, he and his wife decided to donate the 
building as a museum for several reasons. The main purpose is to 
share the collection built over the last 50 years that has largely been 
hidden from public view. The Historical Society has many wonderful 
and fascinating artifacts housed in the archives that people have not 
been able to see. In addition, they believe that Museum will help the 
Historical Society increase its public engagement and visibility in or-
der to advance its education and collection-building missions.  
    Key to the Museum’s mission is to engage Eastford students in 
learning Eastford’s history, and to support Eastford Elementary 
School’s mandate to provide local history education.  
                                                                                   (continued page 2)                                                                          

 

Florence Warren Latham 

(1881-1952) 

Eastford Teacher, Librarian,  

Town Clerk, and Postmistress 

Teacher of Blind and Deaf Students 

in South Carolina 

Education Advocate for 

 New York City Blind Children 

 

 

The Florence Warren 

Latham 

Museum of Eastford 

History  

65 John Perry Road  

Hours: 2-4 p.m.,   

2nd & 4th Sunday  

May - October 

Photo by: 

Robert Johnson 
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The Museum provides a work and meeting space for the Historical Society, 
and is a place for the public to share or donate unpublished documents, 
photos and objects that help tell Eastford’s story over time, either during 
regular Museum hours (the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, May 
through October, from 2 to 4 pm) or by appointment (contact: Linda Torge-
son, 860-974-3311). The Grand Opening of the Florence Warren Latham 
Museum was July 8, 2017 during Experience Eastford Day, and was attend-
ed by 55 people. The Historical Society, with the assistance of volunteers, 
worked to ready the Museum for its opening. The Museum’s first exhibit is 
of The General Lyon Inn during the ownership of Beatrice Kennedy from 
1918-1975. Mrs. Kennedy first called it Eastford House, which was the 
Inn’s name from previous owners. A few years later, Mrs. Kennedy 
changed the name to The General Lyon Inn at the suggestion of Judge  

Interior view of The Florence Warren Latham 

Museum of Eastford History showing items from 

The General Lyon Inn including the last gaslit 

street lamp in Eastford which stood in front of 

the Inn. Below left: ca, 1969, Donald Froelich 

and Barbara Peterson serve cake in honor of 

George Washington’s birthday, and (r) Donald 

with sisters Jean  Plaza and Barbara Liszka, all 

of whom worked at the Inn, visiting the new 

Museum. 

J. M. Tatem. The exhibit features the Inn’s fur-
nishings arranged to look like a country inn from a 
bygone era. The Historical Society owns a selec-
tion of items from the Inn, including furniture, a 
lamp post, signs, Mrs. Kennedy’s cast iron trivets, 
and paintings by noted artist Stowell Sherman and 
Eastford watercolorist Ethel Gardner. China and 
glassware grace the dining table, which is covered 
in a vintage table cloth. Photos and paintings of 
the Inn, as well as other ephemera, are scattered 
around the Museum.  
    At the entrance to the Museum, a large desk, 
purported to have been used by George Washing-
ton during his visit to the area, stands to welcome 
visitors. While the Historical Society has not yet 
made any decisions about future exhibits, possibil-
ities include the Phoenixville Mill Village, 
schools, organizations, people, events, and busi-
nesses.  
    The Florence Warren Latham Museum is a fine 
addition to Eastford, a place where all of us can 
learn about Eastford history and share our stories 
and heritage. The Historical Society thanks Tom 
and Anne Latham for their generous donation.  
Come and see what the Museum has to offer! 
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For nearly 60 years, from 1918-1975, Mrs. Beatrice Kennedy and The General Lyon 
Inn were fixtures in the center of Eastford. You can still see the Inn but gone are the  
Yankee Pot Roast dinners, beans baked in her beehive oven, Indian Pudding and the 
British-born Mrs. Kennedy, who died in 1976 after selling to John and Dorothy Bow-
en in 1975. Little is known of her early life other than her birth as Beatrice E. 
Ledgard in Leeds, England, on September 28, 1888, and that in 1906 she sailed from 
Southampton to New York City and moved to Putnam. In 1909, she married Nathan 
Waldo Kennedy (1860-1933), who published the Windham County Observer.  
    In 1918 she purchased the Inn and named it The General Lyon Inn in honor of 
Eastford’s most famous hero, General Nathaniel Lyon, the first Union general killed 
in the Civil War. The Inn was headquarters for dignitaries who were among the 
15,000 people who attended his funeral on September 5, 1861. The building had been 
constructed as a tavern and inn 1833 on the major stagecoach route between Hartford 
and Boston,  
    Mrs. Kennedy provided rooms and served 3 meals a day to guests. She also sup-
ported local causes and families in need. When World War II broke out, the Eastford 
Independent Fire Co. No. 1 was formed, and Mrs. Kennedy donated a year’s pay to 
that group. 
    To celebrate George Washington’s Birthday, her devoted staff dressed in Colonial 
attire and served cake. At Christmas, she re-created Washington’s 1770 holiday meal 
with roasted meats, shrimp, Plum Pudding, and eight kinds of pies. 
    Three generations of Donald Froelich’s family worked at the Inn: his father’s 
mother, Barbara, mother Winifred, and Donald and siblings David, Jean and Barbara. 
In 1953 at age 10, Donald began doing odd jobs at the Inn, and a few years later, 
graduated to cook, greeter and server. He worked at the Inn until it closed. During 
February 22 celebrations, he wore a replica of Washington’s military uniform, and his 
sisters dressed in colonial bonnets and long dresses to serve dinner. 
    Among boarders who stayed for weeks or months were 15 men who worked on a 
pipeline in Chaplin. Couples and ladies came from New York, Rhode Island, and 
Massachusetts. Sometimes Donald picked guests up at their homes in Mrs. Kenne-
dy’s enormous Oldsmobile Delta 88. Many local teens worked at the Inn, including 
Carol Day. She recalls that the tiny Mrs. Kennedy was very polite and businesslike. 
Carol recalled that Mrs. Kennedy always wore a white uniform with sleeves, white 
stockings and shoes, and that two young men stayed while studying gypsy moths in 
Natchaug State Forest. Gordon Spink mowed the lawn of the General Lyon and re-
members that wonderful smells came from her kitchen. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Kennedy and The General Lyon Inn  - A brief narrative by Carol Davidge 

 

Photos. Above (l) The General Lyon 

Apartments today, and (r) Beatrice 

Kennedy in the early 1900s.  

Below: Mrs. Kennedy celebrating her 

80th birthday in the General Lyon 

Inn.  Archives of the Eastford  

Historical Society. 
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Do you recognize this building from 1905? 
 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

By the Eastford Historical Society 

 
Did you know that Eastford, incorporated in 
1847, was the 145th town established in the 

state? The 1847 Tax Abstracts show that within 
the town there were 6 stores, 8 mills, 204  

houses, 143 horses, 853 cattle, and 683 sheep. 

*****  
    On Thursday, October 19, 2017, at 7:15 pm, 
the Eastford Historical Society will hold a brief 
business meeting in the basement of the Town 

Office Building. Following the meeting at 7:30, 
Ed Parry will present a program on Nathaniel 

Lyon entitled “The incredible Story of 
Eastford’s Famous General”. Refreshments will 

be served. All are invited.  

 
***** 

 
The Florence Warren Latham 
Museum of Eastford History  

65 John Perry Road  
Hours: 2-4 p.m.,  2nd & 4th Sunday  

May - October 

  

Memberships, Renewals, Donations welcome.  

For information about the  

Eastford Historical Society,  

Visit our website on the Town of Eastford 

link: https://www.eastfordct.org/domain/1137 

Photo left  is Eastford 

House before Mrs. 

Kennedy’s time.

(Eastford Historical 

Society Archives, ca. 

1905).  

Below left is a history 

of the Eastford House 

(General Lyon Inn) 

by Mrs. Kennedy in 

the  Centennial Histo-

ry of Eastford, pub-

lished June 7, 1947, 

page 28, by The 

Eastford Centennial 

Commission. 


